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WHY THE CREATIVEWHY THE CREATIVE

RESEARCH TOOLKIT?RESEARCH TOOLKIT?

WHY THE CREATIVE
RESEARCH TOOLKIT?

SITTING IN THE AWC CLASSROOM, CURIOUS
ABOUT WHERE I COULD TAKE MY SOLO
RESEARCH PROJECT, I HAD WENT THROUGH
ABOUT 15 DIFFERENT PROJECTS, GIVING MY
PROJECT SUPERVISOR, ALAN, A HEART ATTACK
EACH TIME IT HAD CHANGED. EVENTUALLY, IT
CAME BACK AROUND TO THE ORIGINAL IDEA:

Through this, the creative research
toolkit was born. These toolkits can be
used by anyone who needs a quick method,
with pros, cons, and step-by-step
stepping stones on how to undertake it. 

Happy researching!

RESEARCH METHODS AND COMMUNITYRESEARCH METHODS AND COMMUNITYRESEARCH METHODS AND COMMUNITY
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Ethical considerations should be put in
place at all times during any form of
research. This is due to it keeping both
participants and researcher(S) safe at all
times. It also maintains credibility: if your
methods are morally questionable, it may
be harder for others to trust your
research.

You should always apply to an
institutional review board for approval
of your research process. 
They do this by checking that the methods
are ethically acceptable 
and that the research 
design follows the 
institutions 
code of conduct. 

Research EthicsResearch EthicsResearch Ethics
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Voluntary
participation

Your participants are free to
opt in or out of the study at
any point

informed
consent

PARTICIPANTS KNOW THE PURPOSE,
BENeFITS, RISKS AND FUNDING
BEHIND THE STUDY BEFORE THEY
AGREE OR DECLINE TO JOIN

aNONYMITY

yOU DON'T KNOW THE IDENTITIES OF
THE PARTICIPANTS. PERSONALLY
IDENTIFIABLE DATA IS NOT
COLLECTED

cONFIDENTIALITY
YOU KNOW WHO THE PARTICIPANTS
ARE, BUT KEEP THE INFORMATION
HIDDEN FROM EVERYONE ELSE.

POTENTIAL FOR
HARM

PHYSICAL, SOCIAL, PSYCHOLOGICAL
AND ALL OTHER TYPES OF HARM
ARE KEPT TO AN ABSOLUTE
MINIMUM

RESULTS
COMMUNICATION

YOU ENSNURE YOUR WORK IS FREE
OF PLAGIARISM OR RESEARCH
MISCONDUCT AD YOU ACCURATELY
REPRESENT YOUR RESULTS

Research EthicsResearch EthicsResearch Ethics
potential ethical issues!
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PhotovoicePhotovoicePhotovoice
WHAT IS IT?

Photographs are taken by and selected by participants,
allowing them to reflect and explore reasons, emotions
and experiences that guided them to choose their image.

PROS:
Avoids fears of "I'm not good at art"
Photos capture the lived experience of participants,
giving insight and a deeper understanding of their
world
creates an opportunity for participants to visually
portray experiences and share knowledge that may be
difficult to express with words

CONS:
without careful explanation and a supportive
environment, participants can feel exposed
may be approached with suspicion as taking photos may
be seen as invasive
photographs and narratives need to be presented in a
way that accurately portrays the participants' most
important issues

COMMUNITIES IT WORKS especially WELL WITH:
THOSE IN THE JUSTICE SYSTEM 
YOUNG PEOPLE 

MATERIALS:
a couple of things with a camera 
a willing group
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Stepping StonesStepping StonesStepping Stones
PROVIDE YOUR PARTICIPANTS WITH A CAMERA
OF YOUR CHOOSING AND PROVIDE THEM WITH
INFORMATION ON HOW TO USE IT

TOP TIP: IT'S SAID THAT DISPOSABLE CAMERAS
WORK BETTER AS THEY ALLOW PARTICIPANTS
TO FOCUS ON THE IMAGE AND NOT TAKING AS
MANY PICTURES AS POSSIBLE*

PARTICIPANTS ARE THEN
ASKED TO PHOTOGRAPH THINGS 
THAT EXPRESS THEIR VIEWS ON A CERTAIN TOPIC

EXAMPLE: For anger, someone may take a picture
of litter, someone may take a picture of something 
red

discussion then follows with
the group and the discussion
focuses on why photos are
chosen, what makes them
meaningful and what
participants think of other
pictures

TOP TIP: IT'S GOOD PRACTICE TO
RECORD AND TRANSCRIBE THESE
DISCUSSIOns, SHOULd ALL
PARTICIPANTS PROVIDE CONSENT

DURING THE PROCESS, PARTICIPANTS
BECOME CO-RESEARCHERS AS THEY TAKE
THE PHOTOS and interpret their
meaning for the researcher(s)

* May become a problem when having
to get the pictures developed later on
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SEMI-STRUCTURED INTERVIEWSSEMI-STRUCTURED INTERVIEWSSEMI-STRUCTURED INTERVIEWS
WHAT IS IT?

Semi-Structured interviews are interviews that are often
open-ended, which allows for flexibility in questions and
breaks down certain limitations.

PROS:
offers comparable, reliable data
allows for no distractions, which keeps both the
interviewer and the participant on the task, enhancing
a two-way communication
Due to their open-ended nature, semi-structured
interviews allow for more detail and richness in
research

CONS:
Although flexible, it can sometimes lessen validity as
it becomes a challenge to compare between
participants, depending on how far the researcher
sways from core questions
open-ended nature can open up potential temptation
for "leading" questions to be asked
It can be difficult to develop pre-determined
interview questions

COMMUNITY IT WORKS especially well WITH
many communities!

MATERIALS:
yourself and a note-taking device 8



Think about objectives and goals,
what you want to learn, why you're
choosing a semi-structured interview
and topics you'll have follow up
questiosn for

Then you have to design your core
questions, keep them simple and
concise. It can be difficult to know
when to ask follow-up questions, so
having this guide to refer back to is
critical!

TOP TIP: IF THE TOPIC IS SENSITIVE, BE
CAREFUL HOW YOU WORD YOUR
QUESTIONS

Stepping StonesStepping StonesStepping Stones

Assemble your
participants, this can
be through many
different samples:

Voluntary Response
Stratified Sample
convenience sample

SAMPLE EXPLAINED BY COLOUR:

PEOPLE WHO VOLUNTEER FOR YOUR
RESEARCH
A PARTICULAR CHARACTERISTIC FOR
YOUR RESEARCH
The people who are around you

Decide how the interviews are
conducted. 
Is it over pen and paper,
which can increase prepared
results? 
Is it in-person, which could
potentially increase
nervousness? 
Is it online, which can often
be awkward?

Conduct the interviews and make sure
to be actively listening.

Always remember: to record or
transcribe the interview with consent
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COLLAGECOLLAGECOLLAGE
WHAT IS IT?

Bringing photos, ephemera and more together to create
a whole conversational piece of artwork. The name is
linked to both the process and the artwork formed.

PROS:
Through visual messiness, it opens up opportunities
for new connections and understanding.
Reveals more than what may be known
Take away fear of "I'm not good at art"
OFFERS A NEW LANGUAGE IN WHICH PARTICIPANTS CAN MAKE
SENSE OF THEIR FEELINGS AND EXPERIENCES

CONS:
Collage resists the "banality' of the likes of coding
and reading of data, which opens for criticisms that
it leads to theoretical weakness
Researchers can feel pressured to hide the messiness
in "neatly packaged" findings
RESEARCHER MUST LET GO OF THEIR DESIRE TO CONTROL
THE PROCESS

COMMUNITIES IT WORKS especially well WITH:
ASYLUM SEEKERS AND REFUGEES, YOUNG PEOPLE, THE
ELDERLY and care and estranged individuals

MATERIALS:
OLD PHOTOS, FLYERS, NEWSPAPERS, EPHEMERA
CRAFT SUPPLIES, E.G. GLUE, SCISSORS, PENS, PAPER
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ASK THE PARTICIPANTS TO
THINK OF HOW IT SHOULD BE
LAID OUT. Is it all on the
paper or is some off?
Are the pictures laid on
top of others, or are
they drawn on?

Stepping StonesStepping StonesStepping Stones

GATHER YOUR MATERIALS, BUT MAKE
SURE YOU ALWAYS HAVE BASE PAPER!

TOP TIP: ASK PARTICIPANTS TO BRING IN
SOME COLLAGE MATERIAL IF THEY WISH.,
THIS CAN INCREASE COMMUNITY
OWNERSHIP OF THE PROJECT

participants begin to cut things,
tear things, rip things up, this is the
pictures, flyers etc 

Finally glue it all down!

Discuss with the participants
about their choices and record
 these findings.

ALWAYS REMEMBER: TAKE PICTURES
NOT JUST OF THE ART BUT ALSO THE
PROCESS, ENSURING CONSENT IS PROVIDED
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PARTICIPANT OBSERVATIONPARTICIPANT OBSERVATIONPARTICIPANT OBSERVATION
WHAT IS IT?

A PARTICULARLY QUALITATIVE RESEARCH METHOD THAT IS BEST
SUITED WHEN STUDYING/RESEARCHING A SOCIALLY ENGAGED
QUESTION. IT'S BEST WHEN THINGS CAN BE DIFFICULT TO
MEASURE THROUGH OTHER MEASURES.

PROS:
ALLOWS RESEARCHER(S) TO GENERATE RICH AND NUANCED
QUALITATIVE DATA
IT's a flexible research method that can be adapted
to fit many research questions
easy to use alongside other research methods

CONS:
it includes a high risk for research bias, mostly on
the side of the researcher(s), due to having to
immerse oneself in the data being collected
can be expensive, time-consuming and challenging to
carry out, as it can be a long period of time for
trust building and time to gather sufficient data
observation can raise ethical concerns which
requires for severely ethical consideration from
the researcher(S)

COMMUNITY IT WORKS WITH
Many communities!

MATERIALS:
yourself and a note-taking device 12



Stepping StonesStepping StonesStepping Stones

Identify your topic and why
you're interested in observing
this through participants. 

ALWAYS REMEMBER: UNDERTAKE AN
ETHICAL CONSIDERATION PROCESS

DECIDE HOW YOU WILL OBSERVE
PARTICIPANTS.

IS IT FROM AFAR?
IS IT BY IMMERSING YOURSELF?
IS IT VIA ANOTHER RESEARCH
METHOD?

SET UP YOUR STUDY BY
PLANNING AHEAD. STAYING
ORGANISED HERE IS KEY!

You need permission to
observe
You need to determine
your note-taking
method
AND ALWAYS HAVE
INFORMED CONSENT FROM
EVERYONE INVOLVED

finally conduct your
observation on your
chosen day and time and at
the place that you have
arranged to observe

ALWAYS HAVE INFORMED CONSENT FROM
EVERYONE PRESENT, IF NOT, DO NOT
OBSERVE IT IS NOT ETHICAL OR LEGAL!
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WHERE NEXT FOR THEWHERE NEXT FOR THE

CREATIVE RESEARCHCREATIVE RESEARCH

TOOLKIT?TOOLKIT?

WHERE NEXT FOR THE
CREATIVE RESEARCH

TOOLKIT?
THE LINK TO THE CREATIVE RESEARCH TOOLKIT IS
ON THE PAGE BESIDE THIS. HOPEFULLY YOU HEAD
OVER THERE TO SEE WHAT ELSE IS THERE.

cURRENTLY AS OF WRITING, PRINTING AND
PRESENTING AT THE LEARNING FESTIVAL, THERE IS
ONLY THIS TOOLKIT. However, THE WEBSITE
PROVIDES THE ACCESSIBLE VERSIONS, INCLUDING
VARIED BACKGROUNDS AND A LARGE PRINT
VERSION. THERE IS ALSO A PRINTABLE VERSION OF
THIS A5 CHAPBOOK WHICH INCLUDES INSTRUCTIONS
FOR PRINTING.

PLEASE SHARE THIS TOOLKIT ABOUT, LEAVE IT IN
YOUR LOCAL OR UNIVERSITY LIBRARY FOR OTHERS
TO USE, KEEP IT WITH YOU AND USE IN THE MANY
YEARS TO COME!
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LINKS FOR YOULINKS FOR YOULINKS FOR YOU

Creative research toolit website

This includes all accessible versions and this
print version!

Scrribr

This website has a lot of useful infromation,
but this link takes you to ethical

considerations 15
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and topics you'll have follow up
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Stepping StonesStepping StonesStepping Stones

Identify your topic and why
you're interested in observing
this through participants. 

ALWAYS REMEMBER: UNDERTAKE AN
ETHICAL CONSIDERATION PROCESS

DECIDE HOW YOU WILL OBSERVE
PARTICIPANTS.

IS IT FROM AFAR?
IS IT BY IMMERSING YOURSELF?
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ORGANISED HERE IS KEY!

You need permission to
observe
You need to determine
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method
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INFORMED CONSENT FROM
EVERYONE INVOLVED

finally conduct your
observation on your
chosen day and time and at
the place that you have
arranged to observe

ALWAYS HAVE INFORMED CONSENT FROM
EVERYONE PRESENT, IF NOT, DO NOT
OBSERVE IT IS NOT ETHICAL OR LEGAL!
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A PARTICULAR CHARACTERISTIC FOR
YOUR RESEARCH
The people who are around you

Decide how the interviews are
conducted. 
Is it over pen and paper,
which can increase prepared
results? 
Is it in-person, which could
potentially increase
nervousness? 
Is it online, which can often
be awkward?

Conduct the interviews and make sure
to be actively listening.

Always remember: to record or
transcribe the interview with consent

9



COLLAGECOLLAGECOLLAGE
WHAT IS IT?

Bringing photos, ephemera and more together to create
a whole conversational piece of artwork. The name is
linked to both the process and the artwork formed.

PROS:
Through visual messiness, it opens up opportunities
for new connections and understanding.
Reveals more than what may be known
Take away fear of "I'm not good at art"
OFFERS A NEW LANGUAGE IN WHICH PARTICIPANTS CAN MAKE
SENSE OF THEIR FEELINGS AND EXPERIENCES

CONS:
Collage resists the "banality' of the likes of coding
and reading of data, which opens for criticisms that
it leads to theoretical weakness
Researchers can feel pressured to hide the messiness
in "neatly packaged" findings
RESEARCHER MUST LET GO OF THEIR DESIRE TO CONTROL
THE PROCESS

COMMUNITIES IT WORKS especially well WITH:
ASYLUM SEEKERS AND REFUGEES, YOUNG PEOPLE, THE
ELDERLY and care and estranged individuals

MATERIALS:
OLD PHOTOS, FLYERS, NEWSPAPERS, EPHEMERA
CRAFT SUPPLIES, E.G. GLUE, SCISSORS, PENS, PAPER

10



ASK THE PARTICIPANTS TO
THINK OF HOW IT SHOULD BE
LAID OUT. Is it all on the
paper or is some off?
Are the pictures laid on
top of others, or are
they drawn on?

Stepping StonesStepping StonesStepping Stones

GATHER YOUR MATERIALS, BUT MAKE
SURE YOU ALWAYS HAVE BASE PAPER!

TOP TIP: ASK PARTICIPANTS TO BRING IN
SOME COLLAGE MATERIAL IF THEY WISH.,
THIS CAN INCREASE COMMUNITY
OWNERSHIP OF THE PROJECT

participants begin to cut things,
tear things, rip things up, this is the
pictures, flyers etc 

Finally glue it all down!

Discuss with the participants
about their choices and record
 these findings.

ALWAYS REMEMBER: TAKE PICTURES
NOT JUST OF THE ART BUT ALSO THE
PROCESS, ENSURING CONSENT IS PROVIDED

11



PARTICIPANT OBSERVATIONPARTICIPANT OBSERVATIONPARTICIPANT OBSERVATION
WHAT IS IT?

A PARTICULARLY QUALITATIVE RESEARCH METHOD THAT IS BEST
SUITED WHEN STUDYING/RESEARCHING A SOCIALLY ENGAGED
QUESTION. IT'S BEST WHEN THINGS CAN BE DIFFICULT TO
MEASURE THROUGH OTHER MEASURES.

PROS:
ALLOWS RESEARCHER(S) TO GENERATE RICH AND NUANCED
QUALITATIVE DATA
IT's a flexible research method that can be adapted
to fit many research questions
easy to use alongside other research methods

CONS:
it includes a high risk for research bias, mostly on
the side of the researcher(s), due to having to
immerse oneself in the data being collected
can be expensive, time-consuming and challenging to
carry out, as it can be a long period of time for
trust building and time to gather sufficient data
observation can raise ethical concerns which
requires for severely ethical consideration from
the researcher(S)

COMMUNITY IT WORKS WITH
Many communities!

MATERIALS:
yourself and a note-taking device 12



Stepping StonesStepping StonesStepping Stones

Identify your topic and why
you're interested in observing
this through participants. 

ALWAYS REMEMBER: UNDERTAKE AN
ETHICAL CONSIDERATION PROCESS

DECIDE HOW YOU WILL OBSERVE
PARTICIPANTS.

IS IT FROM AFAR?
IS IT BY IMMERSING YOURSELF?
IS IT VIA ANOTHER RESEARCH
METHOD?

SET UP YOUR STUDY BY
PLANNING AHEAD. STAYING
ORGANISED HERE IS KEY!

You need permission to
observe
You need to determine
your note-taking
method
AND ALWAYS HAVE
INFORMED CONSENT FROM
EVERYONE INVOLVED

finally conduct your
observation on your
chosen day and time and at
the place that you have
arranged to observe

ALWAYS HAVE INFORMED CONSENT FROM
EVERYONE PRESENT, IF NOT, DO NOT
OBSERVE IT IS NOT ETHICAL OR LEGAL!
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WHERE NEXT FOR THEWHERE NEXT FOR THE

CREATIVE RESEARCHCREATIVE RESEARCH

TOOLKIT?TOOLKIT?

WHERE NEXT FOR THE
CREATIVE RESEARCH

TOOLKIT?
THE LINK TO THE CREATIVE RESEARCH TOOLKIT IS
ON THE PAGE BESIDE THIS. HOPEFULLY YOU HEAD
OVER THERE TO SEE WHAT ELSE IS THERE.

cURRENTLY AS OF WRITING, PRINTING AND
PRESENTING AT THE LEARNING FESTIVAL, THERE IS
ONLY THIS TOOLKIT. However, THE WEBSITE
PROVIDES THE ACCESSIBLE VERSIONS, INCLUDING
VARIED BACKGROUNDS AND A LARGE PRINT
VERSION. THERE IS ALSO A PRINTABLE VERSION OF
THIS A5 CHAPBOOK WHICH INCLUDES INSTRUCTIONS
FOR PRINTING.

PLEASE SHARE THIS TOOLKIT ABOUT, LEAVE IT IN
YOUR LOCAL OR UNIVERSITY LIBRARY FOR OTHERS
TO USE, KEEP IT WITH YOU AND USE IN THE MANY
YEARS TO COME!
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LINKS FOR YOULINKS FOR YOULINKS FOR YOU

Creative research toolit website

This includes all accessible versions and this
print version!

Scrribr

This website has a lot of useful infromation,
but this link takes you to ethical

considerations 15
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